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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 32-40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

In claim 32, line 17, the term "the deformation" lacks prior antecedent basis. 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 32-33, 37-40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102 (e) as being anticipated by 
Taylor et al. (6,267,765). 

With respect to claim 32, Taylor et al disclose surgical implant assembly 
comprising an attachment device having first (4) and second ends, the second end 
comprising an enlarged area (5) including wall defined by a hollow core (12), a central 
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aperture contiguous with the hollow core, as best seen in FIG.1, ,wall includes a curved 
exterior surface, as set forth in column 5, line 2, a tension link (7) having a proximal end 
and a distal end, the proximal end having a tension link head (11) and the distal end 
including means (17,19) for securing, the tension link head insertable into the hollow 
core, as best seen FIG.1 0, an implant component (2); and a connector (3) having a 
head receptacle (55) provided in association with a tension link cavity, and an implant 
component aperture (31 ) provided in association with a gap (28), the implant 
component aperture (31 ) operable to receive the implant component (2), the head 
receptacle (55) having a curved surface, as set forth in column 6, lines 10-15, for 
engaging the curved exterior surface (57) of the second end when the connector is 
seated on the attachment device, wherein when the tension link head is inserted in the 
hollw core and the connector is seated on the attachment device, a tensile force applied 
by the securing means (8,17,19, operates to secure the connector to the attachment 
device, wherein the tensile force also operates to close the gap to thereby secure the 
implant component (2) within the implant component aperture (31), and further wherein 
the head receptacle (55) limits, the deformation of the second end of the attachment 
device when the tensile force is applied. 

With respect to claims 33, 37-40, Taylor et al discloses all the limitations, as set 
forth in column 4, lines 49-67, column 5, lines 1-67, column 6, lines 1-38; and as best 
seen in FIG. 10. 

Allowable Subject Matter 
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Claims 34-36 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 
Claims 7-8, 16-21, 29-31 are allowed. 

Response to Amendment 
Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 7, 8, 16-21 , 29-42 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Pedro Philogene whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4716. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday 6:30 AM to 4:00 
PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Eduardo Robert can be reached on (571) 272 - 4719. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Pedro Philogene/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3733 

May 19, 2009 



